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SAVESAVE
$300*$300*

ON ANY POWERLOCK
POOL COVERFinancing available • SolarSafePoolCover.com • ROC #316530 • *May not be combined with any other offers. Must mention this ad. Expires 3/31/2019.

Dave Munsey
Pool Safety Advocate

WHY PAY FOR A POOL YOU’RE NOT USING?WHY PAY FOR A POOL YOU’RE NOT USING?
WHETHER IT’S A SEASON OR FOREVER, A POOL COVER FROM SOLAR SAFE SAVES YOU TIME, MONEY AND HASSLE.

AR-0008864681-02

CALL TODAY FOR ACALL TODAY FOR A
FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!

(480) 567-7076(480) 567-7076

All covers are sewn on-site to the
exact size and shape of your pool.

Solid brass anchors set in the pool deck
allow covers to support an entire family.
Simply fold the cover up and out of the

way when you’re ready to swim.

Children were a part of a cleanup at Lake Pleasant in north Peoria mounted by Mesa-based outdoor-gear company Keep Nature Wild. GRACE OLDHAM/THE REPUBLIC
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clean up the Valley’s
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Before 1963, when the measles vac-
cine was introduced, major epidemics
would occur every two to three years.
The disease caused an estimated 2.6
million deaths globally each year.

By 2000, the disease was virtually
eradicated in the United States. Howev-
er, in recent years we’ve seen a resur-
gence of measles cases, setting the
stage for upcoming and potentially
deadly epidemics.

Approximately 110,000 people died
of measles in 2017 — mostly children
under the age of 5, despite the availabil-
ity of a safe and effective vaccine.

After more than 120 confirmed cases
of measles in 2019, the debate between
those who believe vaccinations should
be legally sanctioned and those who
disagree has reached a critical point.

As the number of infected people in-
creases in the Northwest and East Coast
regions, Washington state and other
state-level lawmakers have revisited
the exemption rules that allow parents
to refuse the measles, mumps and ru-
bella vaccine for their children, whether
for philosophical or religious reasons.

Highly infectious

According to the federal Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention, mea-
sles is so easily transmitted that one
person can infect 90 percent of the peo-
ple who come in close contact with him
or her. 

Children who are not immunized are
more susceptible to contracting the vi-
rus and spreading it to their peers. This
remains particularly concerning in
school districts, where kids are in close
contact with one another.

Parents can protect their children
and others around them by adhering to
the recommended two-dose vaccine se-
ries for their children during the first 12-
15 months of life, and again in middle
childhood.

There will always be some exceptions
to the rule for children with pre-existing

medical conditions or compromised im-
mune systems. For children who are tru-
ly unable to be vaccinated, contact with
another child or person infected by the
measles virus could be a death sen-
tence.

Safe and preventative

In recent years, some parents and
public figures have incorrectly claimed
that there is a correlation between vac-
cines and autism, even after multiple
research studies have refuted the alle-
gation.

The Institute of Medicine has con-
cluded in multiple research studies that
the measles, mumps, and rubella
(MMR) vaccine does not cause Autism
Spectrum Disorder.

Nine subsequent studies funded by
the CDC support and uphold the find-
ings of the IOM.

Sadly, many people continue to reject
clear clinical evidence in favor of false
claims.

The resurgence of measles will result
in far too many deaths in our most vul-
nerable population — children.

Bottom line? Measles is highly conta-
gious. Unvaccinated kids are a risk to
themselves and others. Get them vacci-
nated. And make time to check your
own records too. Better safe than sorry.

Dr. Kathleen Brite is a practicing and
a teaching physician at Bayless Inte-
grated Healthcare. For more informa-
tion about Bayless, with locations in
Phoenix and Mesa, visit www.bayless-
healthcare.com.
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Metro Phoenix was named as one of
the top cities where children are not
getting vaccinated in the PLOS
Medicine journal. GETTY IMAGES


